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Winter Heating Safety Tips  

During the winter months, home heating systems and heating equipment continue to be significant factor 
in structural fires in Montgomery County. Many of these fires can be prevented. The following fire safety 
tips and information can help you maintain a fire safe home this winter.     

QUICK FATCS & FIGURES: 
* Heating equipment is the leading cause of home fires during the months of December, January and 
February, and trails only cooking equipment in home fires year-round.  
* 25% of every home heating fires in the U.S. 1999 - 2001, and 74% of every related deaths, were 
attributed to space heating equipment.  
* More than one-third of Americans use fireplaces, wood stoves and other fuel-fired appliances as 
primary heat sources in their homes.   

TIPS: 

 

Fuel-fired space heaters are only permitted in single-family dwellings (houses and townhouses) 
in Montgomery County. 

 

Space heaters need space. Portable space heaters need a three-foot clearance from anything that can 
burn and should always be turned off when leaving the room or going to sleep.  

 

When buying heaters, look for devices with automatic shutoff features that shut the unit off if it is 
tipped over.  Be sure any heating device is placed in a room with adequate ventilation.  

 

Portable kerosene heaters should be fueled outside, free of flame and other heat sources, and only 
when the device has cooled completely. Use only the type of kerosene specified by the manufacturer 
for that device. 

 

Have your chimney or wood stove inspected and cleaned annually by a certified chimney specialist.  
Clear the area around the hearth of debris, decorations and flammable materials.  Always use a metal 
mesh screen with fireplaces. Leave glass doors open while burning a fire. Keep air inlets on wood 
stoves open, and never restrict air supply to fireplaces. Otherwise you may cause creosote buildup 
that could lead to a chimney fire. 

 

Never use flammable liquids to start a fire.  Never burn cardboard boxes, trash or debris in your 
fireplace or wood stove. 

 

Never leave a fire in the fireplace unattended. Extinguish the fire before going to bed or leaving the 
house. 

 

Fireplace and wood-stove ashes retain enough heat to ignite other combustible materials for several 
days after a fire.  DO NOT discard your ashes into any combustible container like a paper or plastic 
bag, a cardboard box, or a plastic trash can.  DO put ashes into a non-combustible metal container 
with a lid and DO pour water into the container to make sure the ashes are cool.  

 

Install smoke alarms on every level of your home. Test them monthly and change the batteries at least 
once a year.  Consider installing Carbon Monoxide detectors on every level of your home if you have 
fuel-fired space heaters, an attached garage, gas appliances, oil heat or a wood stove.  

Together We Can Save Lives And Prevent Injuries

  


